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from the stain in one instance, for in many cases his cli-
ents contrived to ease him of considerable sums. Many
worsMpful and be-knighted names occur to iny memory,
who did him the honor to run in his debt to the amount
of thousands, and to pay him with a lawsuit, or a com-
mission of bankruptcy, as the case happened. But they
are gone to a different accounting, and it would be un-
generous to visit their disgrace upon their descendants.
My father was wont also to give openings, to those who
were pleased to take them, to pick a quarrel with him.
He had a zeal for his clients which was almost ludicrous:
far from coldly discharging the duties of his employment
towards them, he thought for them, felt for their honor
as for his own, and rather risked disobliging them than
neglecting anything to which he conceived their duty
bound them. If there was an old mother or aunt to be
maintained, he was, I am afraid, too apt to administer
to their necessities from what the young heir had destined
exclusively to his pleasures. This ready discharge of
obligations which the Civilians tell us are only natural
and not legal, did not, I fear, recommend him to his em-
ployers. Yet his practice was, at one period of his life,
very extensive. He understood his business theoreti-
cally, and was early introduced to it by a partnership
with George Chalmers, Writer to the Signet, under
whom he had served his apprenticeship.

His person and face were uncommonly handsome, with
an expression of sweetness of temper, which was not fal-
lacious; his manners were rather formal, but full of gen-
uine kindness, especially when exercising the duties of
hospitality. His general habits were not only temperate,
but severely abstemious; but upon a festival occasion,
there were few whom a moderate glass of wine exhila-
rated to such a lively degree. His religion, in which he
was devoutly sincere, was Calvinism of the strictest kind,
and his favorite study related to church history. I sus-
pect the good old man was often engaged with Knox and
